
LWV Oregon Endorses HB 2004 

Background and Information on Ranked Choice Voting Bill  

And ACTION for LWV Rogue Valley 
 

You may remember part of our state position on election methods from 2017. The League of Women Voters 

of Oregon recognizes that election methods affect how voters participate in our democracy, who can run for 

office, and who can get elected. Therefore, the League supports election methods that: 

● Encourage voter participation and voter engagement. 

● Encourage participation of those with minority opinions to participate. 

● Are easy to use. 

● Are verifiable and auditable. 

● Promote access to voting. 

● Promote competitive elections. 

● Promote sincere voting over strategic voting. 

● Discourage negative campaigning. 

● Prevent political manipulation (e.g. Gerrymandering). 

● Be compatible with vote-by-mail elections 
 

(References:  Governance January 2021 The League of Women Voters® of Oregon Page 35 and page 34 for position related to vote-

by mail.) 

 

With this position in mind, the League of Women Voters Oregon recently endorsed Oregon House Bill 2004 

which establishes Rank Choice Voting (RCV) elections for all statewide and federal offices, for both primary 

and general elections with three or more candidates. It also provides a local option for cities and counties to 

use RCV elections and helps to ensure standardized implementation for county clerks. 

As the sponsors point out, this particular bill does not establish open primaries, nor does it include the Oregon 

Legislature.   

According to LWVOR study reports, Rank Choice Voting is one of the best methods for leading to more 

reflective outcomes and improving representation.  It also has proven success - having been used or adopted 

in over 60 jurisdictions across the U.S., including four in our own state.  

To learn more about Rank Choice Voting and HB 2004 visit here     

Take Action 

• While the bullet below addresses writing your legislator, I am 

aware that many members in the Rogue Valley league are 

represented by Senator Jeff Golden and Rep Pam Marsh, both 

of whom have already sponsored this bill.  For those members 

in their district, you might consider a SHORT note to say 

“Thank you for sponsoring HB 2004, the Ranked Choice Voting 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2004
https://www.oregonrcv.org/rcv-in-oregon/


bill.”   You can reach them at: rep.pammarsh@oregonlegislature.gov  and  

Sen.JeffGolden@oregonlegislature.gov   

● For others, write your legislator as an individual, asking them to sponsor and/or support HB 2004 using 

this website which gives guidance on talking points. 

● Share this image on social media and encourage others to write their representatives using this 

website which gives guidance on talking points.  

● Testify as an individual (the League will be testifying as well). HB 2004’s public hearing will most likely 

be in April/May. If you would like to testify (sending in a statement), please complete this form to let 

HB 2004 organizers know so they can help you through the testimony process. 

Barbara Klein, LWVRV Action Chair 

action@lwvroguevalley.org  
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